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A Barrier Free World Starts with Equality for All
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Labour and Welfare Bureau

www.lwb.gov.hk

#%‘h%ﬁ%
HEREME ] o WS

Building a City for All

Equal access to every destination
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Let’s create a society without barriers!
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Article 9 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities: Accessibility

To ensure persons with disabilities access to all buildings, to public
transportation, to information and communications technologies, to

public services and other facilities.
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The United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with

Disabilities has entered into force for the People’s Republic of China,



including the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, since 31
August 2008. As Hong Kong citizens, we all have an equal
responsibility to implement the Convention by helping to create a
barrier-free physical environment for all, with the aim of enhancing
the capacity of persons with disabilities to lead an independent life,
improving their quality of life and enabling them to access, on an
equal basis with others, to premises, transportation and
communications, thereby facilitating their integration into the

community.
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Access buildings with greater ease

On the basis of equality for all, all people, regardless of their abilities,
should be allowed to access any place freely and easily, and use all
kinds of public facilities. We should take appropriate measures to
ensure that building passageways and associated areas remain easily
accessible, for example, by providing barrier-free passageways at main
entrances, installing ramps and elevators where necessary, and
ensuring hallway design meets suitable requirements. Main stairways
should also be installed with properly fitted handrails and non-slip
nosing in contrasting colour to allow persons with disabilities and the

elderly to move safely and independently to all destinations.
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Zero hassle from point to point

The world is full of novelties. With an accessible transport and road
system, persons with disabilities can participate fully and freely in all
aspects of life. Accessible facilities include items such as flap gates at
railway stations, ramps and elevators at foot bridges, elevated
walkway systems and pedestrian subways as well as low-floor buses to
facilitate wheelchair users, the elderly and parents with baby strollers.
Passenger information display systems should be installed at suitable
locations to facilitate persons with hearing impairment, and tactile
guide paths and next bus stop announcement system should be made

available to facilitate persons with visual impairment.
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A world of information without boundaries

Rapid advancements in technology, when suitably adapted, can
significantly improve our quality of life. We encourage persons with
disabilities to make the most of information and communications
technologies. The websites of public and private organisations should
also be designed with due consideration to the special needs of
persons with disabilities when displaying information. A number of
government-provided internet access points are now equipped with
Chinese screen readers and Braille displays, helping persons with
visual impairment to freely express their ideas and receive updates on
social information. Currently, television channels provide subtitling on
designated programmes and at designated time-slots to help persons

with hearing impairment receive all kinds of life information.
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If you would like to know more about the United Nations




Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, please visit
the Labour and Welfare Bureau website at
www.lwb.gov.hk/UNCRPD




