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Preface
 
In 1989, the United Nations General Assembly enacted the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child (the Convention) to 
safeguard the basic human rights of children, which include the 
right to life; the right to development of their full physical and 
mental potential; the right to protection from influences that are 
harmful to their development; and the right to participation in 
family, cultural and social life.

The Convention was applied to Hong Kong in 1994, and continues to 
apply after the establishment of the Hong Kong Special Administrative 
Region (the HKSAR).
 
The HKSAR has to submit reports under the Convention to the 
United Nations. These reports are submitted as part of Chinaʼs report.
 
This booklet presents the Second Report of the HKSAR under the 
Convention in a child-friendly manner . The original text of the Report 
is available at the following website:
http://www.cmab.gov.hk/en/issues/child_report2.htm
 
We have consulted the public during its drafting, including members of the 
Childrenʼs Rights Forum, Legislative Council and non-governmental 
organisations. We have considered the relevant comments and suggestions, 
and have incorporated them together with the respective responses in 
the Report.
 
We hope that, through this booklet, the public and in particular children 
will have a better understanding of the Convention and its application in 
Hong Kong.

 Information contained therein has been updated.
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Co-ordination and monitoring
The best interests of the child are necessary considerations in Government s̓ 

policy-making. Different bureaux and departments will co-ordinate to 

ensure adequate consideration is given to the interests of children.

 The United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child (the Committee) 

recommended establishment of an institution to monitor children s̓ rights 

issues. The Government makes use of the extensive mechanism for 

the protection of human rights. It includes an independent judiciary, 

a sound legal system and independent statutory bodies such as the 

Equal Opportunities Commission (EOC). Government policies are also 

closely monitored by the Legislative Council, the media and the public.

 EOC is a statutory body responsible for overseeing 

the implementation of the Sex Discrimination Ordinance, the Disability 

Discrimination Ordinance, the Family Status Discrimination Ordinance 

and the Race Discrimination Ordinance.

Website of EOC: http://www.eoc.org.hk

Under Article 3 of the Convention, the best interests of the child 

shall be a primary consideration in matters relating to children.
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Report of HKSAR under this Convention

The Report has been uploaded to the Government Webpage. Copies of 

the Report are also available at the Public Enquiry Services Centres of 

District Offices.

 Under the Convention, State Parties submit reports 

to the Committee every five years, to provide information on the 

implementation of the Convention in their respective countries.
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 In 2011, males and females aged below 18 accounted 

for 8.5% and 7.9% of the population in Hong Kong respectively.
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Under Article 1 of the Convention, a child is a person 

below the age of 18.



In many areas, the legal definition of a child is a person under the age 

of 18. For example, the law prohibits the sale or supply of intoxicating 

liquor, tobacco products and indecent articles to persons under the 

age of 18 years, prohibits their entry to racecourses, off-course 

betting centres and mahjong parlours; and prohibits using them in the 

production of pornography.

 
For respective reasons, a different definition of “the child” is adopted 

in some areas. For example, the minimum age of marriage is 16 years 

and the minimum age of criminal responsibility is 10 years.
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In response to the recommendation of the Committee, the Race Discrimination 

Ordinance was enacted, and came into full operation in July 2009. According to 

the Ordinance, discrimination, harassment and vilification on the ground of 

race are unlawful. The EOC is responsible for the elimination of discrimination 

on grounds of sex, disability, family status and race and the promotion of equal 

opportunities through publicity and public education.

Legislation against discrimination

Under Article 2 of the Convention, each child, whatever 

his or her identity, sex and background, has all the 

rights in the Convention.
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The Government has sponsored NGOs to establish four support service 

centres for ethnic minorities, which provide language courses and 

other support services, to promote integration of ethnic minorities and 

their children into the community.

People of certain races may find it offensive or 

impolite if you call them by certain names. Calling them by such 

names may amount to “racial harassment” under the Race 

Discrimination Ordinance.
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The best interests of the child are very important in legislative proposals 

and policy decisions as well as in areas such as social welfare and 

education. The Convention will be taken into account in the courts 

where appropriate.

After the completion of a 3-year Project on Child Fatality Review in 2011, 

the Government set up a standing child fatality review mechanism in 

the same year to improve child protection and child welfare services 

and to prevent similar cases.

Under Article 3 of the Convention, the best interests 

of the child shall be a primary consideration in matters 

relating to children.

Under Article 6 of the Convention, every child has the 

right to life and development.
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 The standing and independent Child Fatality Review 

Panel was set up in May 2011. The review aims to improve the current 

child protection and child welfare service systems and to promote 

inter-sectoral and inter-disciplinary collaboration for preventing 

avoidable child deaths.



The Government discusses the formulation and implementation 

of policies and measures affecting children through various channels. 

For example, in the formulation of New Senior Secondary Curriculum, 

studentsʼ views were collected through focus groups. In suspected child 

abuse cases, children were involved in the formulation and implementation 

of welfare plans.

Under Article 12 of the Convention, the views of the 

child, who is capable of forming his or her own views, 

shall be duly respected.
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http://www.cmab.gov.hk/tc/issues/child_forum.htm

Check out this website to find out the past discussion topics on 

children related issues at the Childrenʼs Rights Forum:

http://www.cmab.gov.hk/en/issues/child_forum.htm
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Children s̓ right to freedoms of speech, thought, conscience, religious 

belief, association and assembly are protected under the Basic Law 

and the Hong Kong Bill of Rights Ordinance.

 
Corporal punishment is prohibited by law in schools and childcare 

centres. The Committee was concerned that there is no explicit 

prohibition by law regarding corporal punishment within the family. 

As a matter of fact, it is unlawful for a person aged above 16 who has 

custody of any child under 16 to assault the child. The Government 

will continue to promote to parents the importance of child protection 

and parenting skills.

15

• http://www.basiclaw.gov.hk/tc/index/

• http://www.hklii.org/hk/legis/ch/ord/383/index.html/

Do you know what rights of individuals are protected under the 

Basic Law and the Hong Kong Bill of Rights Ordinance? Check out 

these websites for more information:

• http://www.basiclaw.gov.hk/en/index/

• http://www.hklii.org/hk/legis/en/ord/383/



Getting appropriate information
Children have the right to get information which promotes their well-being. 
Free television programme service providers are required to broadcast 
a minimum of two hours of children s̓ programmes daily. In addition, the 
Government produces curriculum-based educational television programmes 
for broadcast through television and Internet.
 
The Government has facilitated computer / Internet access in public areas 
and launched various measures to support school-age children from low 
income families to undertake web-based learning, such as granting subsidy 
on Internet access charges to eligible families and implementing the Internet 
Learning Support Programme to help them acquire affordable computer 
equipment and Internet access service, as well as to provide them with 
training and user support. The Government has also organised various 
activities to promote the proper attitude of using the Internet.
 
The film classification system protects young people under the age of 
18 years from exposure to films which might be harmful to them.
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 Do you know how many categories are films 
classified into and the requirement for each category? 
Films of which category cannot be viewed by children 
under the age of 18?

Children under the age of 18 cannot watch films classified as Category III.

Categories IIA and IIB are advisory in nature, but the age restriction for Category III films is

strictly and legally enforced)

- 
 Category I
- Approved for exhibition to
 persons of any age

- 
 Category IIA
- Not suitable
 for children

- 
 Category IIB
- Not suitable for young 
 persons and children

- 

 Category III
- Approved for exhibition 
 only to persons who have 
 attained the age of 18 years 
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Parental guidance and responsibilities
The primary responsibility for providing adequate 
care to children rests with their parents. The Government 
promotes the family core values, which are “Love and Care”, 
“Respect and Responsibility”, and “Communication and 
Harmony”.
 
The Government strives to promote family life education through 
organising programmes in various integrated family service centres, 
integrated services centres, integrated children and youth services centres, 
hospitals, Maternal and Child Health Centres and schools to equip parents and 
parents-to-be with the necessary knowledge and skills as parents. 
 
The law protects children from neglect and abuse. To assist parents in taking 
care of their children, the Government provides subvention to NGOs to 
provide various kinds of child care services. New child care services which 
are more flexible have been launched, including the recruitment and 
training of community child-carers and extension of service hours.
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The interests of the child in cases of separation of parents are protected 

under law. These children will receive counselling and guardianship services. 

The Government is studying the reform proposals on guardianship and 

custody of children, so as to enhance the protection of the best interests 

of children.
 
Regarding the arrangement of sole custody of the child by either parent, 

social workers will take the child s̓ welfare into prime consideration and 

provide investigation reports to the court with a view to assisting the 

court, the parents and the children to arrive at an appropriate decision 

regarding the custody, access and guardianship of the children.

 
If mothers taking care of infants are imprisoned, the Correctional Services 

Department may permit their children to live with them, until reaching 

the age of three. Certain female correctional facilities are equipped 

with parent-child centres, where minor children can meet their mothers 

for half a day every day.

Under Articles 9 and 10 of the Convention, the child has 

the right to live with his or her parents, unless this is 

contrary to the childʼs best interests.
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Newly arrived children and children from

cross-boundary families
To facilitate early integration of new arrivals into the local community 

and education system, the Government has published a Handbook on 

Services for New Arrivals and collaborated with various NGOs for organising 

activities and programmes at district level. They include familiarisation 

courses, experience sharing and hotline services.

 
Social Welfare Department commissioned an NGO to provide cross-boundary 

and inter-country casework service. The objective of the service is to help 

individuals and families handle and solve problems arising from geographical 

separation between Hong Kong and other Mainland territories / countries.
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 If you were a newly arrived child, 
what kind of situation do you want yourself in?

 Getting along well with other children

 Staying at home because you donʼt speak Cantonese well

Worrying about inadequate understanding of local situation

Being able to maintain your own cultural traditions

Being able to join programmes organised by 
 community centres



Recovery of child maintenance
The Government has enhanced the enforcement of measures to tackle the 
difficulties faced by the recipients of maintenance, including the deduction 
of income of child maintenance payers to recover the child maintenance.

Under the law, due consideration would be given to the wishes and 
opinions of children to be adopted, having regard to their age and 
understanding, before the court makes an adoption order. In cases where 
the birth parent(s) is(are) known, the children would be given counselling 
to help them formulate the best welfare plan for the child.

Under Article 21 of the Convention, for matters 
concerning adoption of child, the best interests of the 
child should be the first concern. Arrangements should 
be made according to applicable law and procedures.

25

 Maintenance generally refers to payments made by 
one party (payer) to the other party (recipient) for the financial care 
and education needs of children after the parents have divorced. 
The child maintenance payer can be either a father or a mother.



The infant mortality rate in Hong Kong has declined steadily over the 

past 20 years to 0.12% in 2011.

The Government encourages mothers to breastfeed their infants. Apart 

from public education, the Government has installed breastfeeding-

friendly facilities in government and public buildings.

 
Regarding measures on road safety for children, education on road safety 

among children has been enhanced. The Government also attaches 

great importance to the safety of school buses and school private light 

buses, including ensuring the presence of child-minders on school 

buses with kindergarten or primary school pupils and the installation of 

protective seats.

Under Article 6 of the Convention, every child has the 

right to life and development.

26

 The infant mortality rate in Hong Kong compares 

favourably with other developed countries.



 
The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) is 

applicable to Hong Kong, ensuring that children with disabilities can 

fully enjoy all human rights and fundamental freedoms on an equal 

basis with other children. Through public education, the Government 

will continue to promote the CRPD and to deepen the public s̓ knowledge 

and acceptance of different disabilities.

 
Through various prevention, identification, assessment services and 

training, the Government provides support to children with disabilities 

and their families where necessary. The Government emphasises on 

early identification and the prevention of a mild impairment from becoming 

a serious or permanent disability and also provides extra assistance including 

community living supplement and transport supplement to children 

with disabilities or who suffer from illnesses.

 
The Government will review the existing guidelines on barrier free 

access at suitable intervals and continue to upgrade the barrier free 

access of Government premises and facilities, as well as to encourage 

improvements in public transport facilities in order to provide barrier 

free access and facilities to persons with disabilities.

Under Article 23 of the Convention, a child with disability 

has the right to special care and help, so that he or 

she can live an independent life and participate in the 

community actively.

27



The Government provides a wide range of primary health care services for 
children, such as comprehensive immunisation programme, to ensure that 
no children would be prevented from obtaining adequate medical 
treatment due to financial difficulties.
 Child malnutrition is not common in Hong Kong. On the problem of obesity of 
children, the Government has been promoting various healthy diet campaigns 
and physical activities, such as the “Eat Smart Campaign”. The Government also 
raises childrens̓ concerns for food safety through computer games.

http://www.cfs.gov.hk/tc_chi/multimedia/multimedia_og/multim
edia_og.html
Check out this website for a challenge on various online games 
regarding food safety and nutrition labelling:
http://www.cfs.gov.hk/english/multimedia/multimedia_og/
multimedia_og.html

28

Under Article 24 of the Convention, the child has the 
right to enjoy the highest standard of health, and 
facilities for treatment of illness and rehabilitation.



Fat, oil, salts and sweets

Milk, dairy products,
cheese, meat, poultry, fish,
dry beans and eggs

Fruits and
vegetables

Grains and
cereals, bread,
rice and noodles

You should drink 6-8 glasses of fluid (water, tea and soup, etc.) every day.

29

 Do you know the principles of
healthy eating?

Source of information: Health Zone Website, Central Health
Education Unit, Department of Health



 What service did you receive when you visited the 

Student Health Service Centre last time?

30



Regarding adolescent health issues, the Student Health Service provides a 

comprehensive range of promotional and preventive services to 

promote the physical and psychosocial health of primary and secondary 

students. The Government has also introduced the Adolescent Health 

Programme to promote psychosocial as well as physical health of 

adolescents. Health care education nurtures values including 

respect for others, responsibility and commitment in students so that 

they can exercise proper value judgment when they come across 

the challenges of adolescence.

 
Sex health and reproductive health education are important components 

of the school curriculum. Sex Education is further enhanced in the 

New Senior Secondary Curriculum. Other examples, such as Liberal Studies, 

also address related issues. Furthermore, the Government provides 

counselling, referral and follow-up services to pregnant teenagers.

 
The Government has launched various campaigns, including Early 

Assessment and Detection of Young Persons with Psychosis Programme 

which targets at young people aged between 15 and 25 with first 

episode psychosis, for the early detection and treatment of young 

people with psychotic illnesses and providing outreach service for children 

and adolescents with emotional problems when necessary.

 
To combat youth suicide, the Government provides a range of preventive, 

supportive and remedial programmes and services in collaboration with 

various sectors, strengthening young people s̓ ability to cope with crisis.

 
On the problems relating to tobacco smoking and alcohol consumption 

by young people, the law prohibits the sale of tobacco products 

to children, and prohibits children from drinking any intoxicating liquor 

on any licensed premises. Through publicity and educational programmes, 

the Government cultivates a smoke-free culture among youngsters 

and educates the public on the hazards and harms of tobacco and 

the misuse of alcohol.
 
For children infected with HIV, the Governmentʼs policy is that 

they will not be quarantined at school or when using facilities. 

The prevention of mother-to-baby infection through Universal 

Antenatal HIV Testing is the Governmentʼs primary task in this respect.
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Under Articles 26 and 27 of the Convention, the child 

shall benefit from social security and enjoy a standard 

of living adequate for the childʼs physical, mental, 

spiritual, moral and social development.

32

Want to know more about the CDF? Check out this website 

for detailed information:

http://www.cdf.gov.hk/



The Government has established a number of indicators for monitoring 

the poverty situation in Hong Kong and understanding the needs of 

different groups of people, including children, to implement policies in 

aid of the needy. In 2008, the Government set up the $300 million Child 

Development Fund (CDF) to provide children from a disadvantaged background 

with more longer-term personal development opportunities and encourage 

these children to develop an asset-building habit with a view to reducing 

poverty across generations.

 
The Government continues to provide a safety net to help families 

(including their children) meet basic needs through the Comprehensive 

Social Security Assistance (CSSA) Scheme. Catering for special needs of 

children, the CSSA Scheme provides special grants for school fees, school 

related expenses, meals, fare to and from schools, public examination fees, etc, 

as well as higher standard rates to single parents and family carers. 

A monthly supplement is payable to single parent families. Hong Kong 

residents aged below 18 are exempted from the residence requirements in 

CSSA applications.
 
The Government is committed to reducing the number of inadequately 

housed households and improving their living environment by providing 

Public Rental Housing to households in need.
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Under Articles 28 and 29 of the Convention, the child has the 

right to education, in order to develop his or her personality, 

talents and abilities to the fullest, develop respect for 

human rights, respect for others, respect for the natural 

environment and a sense of responsibility.

34



On pre-primary education, besides providing support to kindergartens, 

the Government has introduced the Pre-primary Education Voucher Scheme 

since the 2007-08 school year to provide fee subsidy to parents of eligible 

kindergarten students. In addition, small class teaching has, where circumstances 

permit, been implemented in public sector primary schools by phases starting 

from Primary 1 in the 2009-10 school year and extending progressively to 

cover Primary 1 to Primary 6 by the 2014-15 school year to improve the 

quality of teaching and learning in a small class environment.

 
Starting from the 2008-09 school year, free and universal basic 

education has been extended to include senior secondary education 

provided by public sector secondary schools. The New Senior 

Secondary academic structure for secondary education and higher 

education has been implemented from the 2009-10 school year.  

On top of the three-year junior secondary level of basic education, 

the new academic structure comprises a three-year school curriculum 

at senior secondary level and a four-year undergraduate programme 

at university level. From the 2010-11 school year, the Government has 

implemented the fine-tuning of medium of instruction for secondary 

schools. Schools adopt suitable medium of instruction arrangements 

having regard to their studentsʼ ability as well as school circumstances 

so as to further enhance studentsʼ English proficiency.
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On vocational education and training, the Vocational Training Council (VTC) 

is the main provider of vocational education and training. The VTC provides 

programmes through its member institutes such as the Hong Kong Institute 

of Vocational Education, Hong Kong Design Institute, Hospitality Industry 

Training and Development Centre, Chinese Cuisine Training Institute,

36



Maritime Services Training Institute, Pro-Act Training and Development 

Centres, Youth College, Integrated Vocational Development Centre and 

Shine Skills Centre.

The Committee expressed concerns about the dropout rate in secondary 

schools, school bullying and competition in education system. The Government 

requests schools to report on the seventh continuous day of absence of any 

student, regardless of the reasons of absence, age or class, to ensure the relevant 

parties can provide timely intervention and appropriate support.

 
The Government adopts a zero tolerance policy on school bullying. 

Besides providing school guidance personnel / school social workers in 

primary and secondary schools, “school bullying” is a core topic in the 

training courses for guidance and discipline teachers to enhance their 

knowledge and skills on the issue. A number of projects and follow-up 

activities are also organised for students so as to promote a respectful 

and caring culture at school.

The Government agrees that children should have more time to 

participate in extra-curricular activities at school and should have more 

leisure time at home. The Government abolished the Academic Aptitude 

Test in primary school and reduced studentsʼ bandings for allocation of 

Secondary 1 places from five to three so as to reduce the competitiveness 

of the education system. The result-oriented pressure is lessened 

through life-wide learning.

37

If you see your schoolmates being 
bullied at school, you should immediately report to 
teachers or school social worker.
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The Government provides additional resources and professional support to 

schools so that they can provide appropriate support services to students 

with special educational needs, and ensure their equal opportunities to learn 

and grow with other students. The Government also provides teachers training 

to enhance teachersʼ professionalism in supporting students with special 

educational needs.
 
Newly arrived children from the Mainland can enjoy the same education and 

training support as local students. The Government offers school placement 

and educational support services to newly arrived children to assist them 

to integrate into the local education system.

 
For cross-boundary students, the Government has taken different measures 

to facilitate them in attending schools across the boundary, such as 

providing cross-boundary school coach services, and reserving designated 

areas and immigration counters for them at the Boundary Control Points. 

Schools have also taken measures for them to enjoy equal opportunities in 

participating in class and extra-curricular activities.

 
To facilitate non-Chinese speaking students  ̓adaptation to the local education 

system and early integration into the wider community, the Government 

has put in place a series of support measures, which include providing 

focused support and a recurrent grant to “designated schools”, issuing the 

Supplementary Guide to the Chinese Language Curriculum for Non-Chinese 

Speaking Students, providing after-school support in Chinese learning, 

offering training programmes to Chinese language teachers and organising 

summer bridging programme for non-Chinese speaking students. 

In university admissions, flexible arrangements have been made to 

accept alternative Chinese qualifications.
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The Government attaches great importance to the whole-person development of 

children, and organises programmes in arts, sports, culture as well as extra-curricular 

activities for their participation. The Government also provides concessionary 

tickets, and organises educational programmes and workshops to boost childrenʼs 

creativity and ability in arts appreciation. The West Kowloon Cultural District under 

planning will provide creative learning activities for children and young people, 

which will complement the existing Childrenʼs Discovery Gallery, educational 

corners in museums, and the Youth Square to promote the development of 

childrenʼs personalities, talents and abilities.

Regarding museum services, there are now 14 public museums in Hong Kong, 

covering areas such as history, art, folk culture, science and astronomy, etc. 

The exhibitions at the Hong Kong Museum of History, Hong Kong Science Museum 

and Hong Kong Space Museum are most welcome by children and students. 

Under Article 31 of the Convention, the child has the right 

to leisure and play, and to join cultural and artistic activities.

40

Admission is free on Wednesday at seven fee-charging 

museums (Hong Kong Heritage Museum, Hong Kong Museum of Art, 

Hong Kong Museum of History, Hong Kong Museum of Coastal 

Defence, Hong Kong Science Museum, the Exhibitions Halls of Hong 

Kong Space Museum and the Dr Sun Yat-sen Museum) of the Leisure 

and Cultural Services Department.



On sports, the Government organises various sports training courses, 

competitions and games for children. Children can enjoy half-rate in the 

fee for enrolment in leisure activities and hire of leisure facilities, which 

would encourage them to exercise regularly. The Government also 

organises the “School Sports Programme” to offer more opportunities for 

and to encourage their active involvement in sports activities.

 
Regarding library services, there is a childrenʼs library in each of the 67 static 

libraries to meet childrenʼs reading needs. The 10 mobile libraries of 

Hong Kong Public Libraries also offer reading materials for children for 

home reading. The libraries also organise story telling sessions, parent child 

reading programmes, book exhibitions, thematic resources guides and 

subject talks, and co-organise large scale reading activities with the education 

sector to cultivate good reading habits among children at an early age.

 
As for childrenʼs play facilities, in addition to a Toy Library in the Hong 

Kong Central Library, a Children's Discovery Gallery in the Hong Kong 

Heritage Museum and a children's game room in the Museum of Tea 

Ware, the Government also provides about 680 outdoor childrenʼs 

playgrounds and about 30 indoor childrenʼs play rooms, all of which 

are well-received by children. The Government is also actively developing 

childrenʼs play facilities that are disability-friendly.

41



Under Articles 22, 38 and 39 of the Convention, refugee 

child and a child who has been neglected, exploited, 

abused or affected by war shall receive proper 

protection and help to promote his or her physical 

and psychological recovery and to join his or her 

family.
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The Government offers, on a case-by-case basis, in-kind assistance (such 

as food and clothing) to people claiming refugee status in Hong Kong who 

cannot meet their basic needs during their presence in Hong Kong. For 

unaccompanied minors, accommodation with supervision by qualified 

workers is provided.
 
Children with no right to remain in Hong Kong are subject to removal. 

Where removal is unlikely in the short term, request to allow them to 

attend school will be considered on a case-by-case basis.

 
Activities such as trafficking in persons and abduction of children are 

criminal offences. Over the years, cases of trafficking in persons are rare 

in Hong Kong. Nevertheless, the Government will continue to prevent and 

combat these illegal activities.
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The Government has launched various initiatives to assist integration of the 

ethnic minorities (including children) into the community, while preserving their 

cultural characteristics. Such activities and services include four support service 

centres for ethnic minorities, language training programmes, tutorial classes, 

radio programmes in ethnic minority languages and the Harmony Scholarship.

Under Article 30 of the Convention, a child belonging to 

an ethnic minority has the right to enjoy his or her own 

culture and religion and to use his or her own language.

Under Articles 32 to 35 of the Convention, the child has 

the right to be protected from harmful drugs, sales or 

trafficking as well as economic and sexual exploitation.
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 Do you have any ethnic minority friends? How much 

do you know about their culture and religion?



There are laws and measures regulating minimum ages for employment, 

working hours and conditions of children and young persons, employeesʼ 

rights and benefits, and occupational safety and health. Under these laws 

and measures, children are well protected from economic exploitation.

 
The Government tackles the youth drug abuse problem with a five-pronged 

strategy which covers preventive education and publicity, treatment and 

rehabilitation; legislation and law enforcement; external co-operation and 

research.

The education and publicity efforts include a territory-wide campaign 

with two themes “Not now, Not ever”, and “Stand Firm! Knock Drugs 

Out” to disseminate anti-drug messages to the public, especially young 

people, and to raise the understanding among the public of the harmful 

effects of drugs.

The Government has also enhanced the support to schools, provided 

more treatment and rehabilitation services for young drug abusers, 

intensified law enforcement efforts locally and intercepted the smuggling 

of drugs into the territory. The Government has successfully launched 

a voluntary school drug testing trial scheme in Tai Po District and 

implemented in the 2011-12 school year the Healthy School Programme 

with a drug testing component (HSP(DT)). The HSP(DT) is a holistic 

initiative aiming to enhance studentsʼ resilience to stay away from 

drugs and cultivate their positive values, thereby fostering a drug-free 

culture on campus. The programme has taken into account factors 

including privacy, human rights, and childrenʼs relationship with 

parents and teachers.
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Peer Pressure

Boredom/Depression/Anxiety

Curiosity

Instant Gratification

Addiction

 The following is a list of reasons of taking drugs 
reported in 2011 by teenagers below the age of 18 who abused drugs.  
How can you show your care for your friends around you and promote 
the message of “say no to drugs” to them?
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The law protects children from involving in prostitution or sex tourism, or 
production of child pornographic materials. Recently, the Court has 
provided guidelines to increase the penalties of offences in relation to 
child pornographic materials so as to enhance the deterrent effect. The Police 
will continue to take actions against illegal prostitution activities including 
cyber patrol to combat the arrangement of such activities on the Internet.
 
In December 2011, the Government implemented the Sexual Conviction 
Record Check scheme which is administrative in nature. It enables employers 
of persons undertaking child or mentally incapacitated persons-related work 
to check whether their prospective employees have any criminal conviction 
records against a specified list of sexual offences.
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Under Articles 37 and 40 of the Convention, the child 
shall not be arrested illegally and his or her freedom shall 
not be taken away without any reasons. A child who breaks 
the law shall not be sentenced to death or life 
imprisonment. A child accused of having infringed 
the penal law shall be treated with respect for his or her 
human rights and basic freedoms. A child under detention 
shall be treated with humanity and shall have the right 
to stay in contact with his or her family. The child shall 
receive legal and other proper help promptly.
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The Government offers special protection to children who broke the 
law. Trials of crimes committed by children and juveniles (under the age 
of 16) are heard in the Juvenile Court, with the exception of homicide.
 
Under the law, imprisonment of young offenders is only used as a last 
resort. The Police Superintendentsʼ Discretion Scheme has been an 
alternative to criminal prosecution in respect of young offenders who 
are below the age of 18 years and who are involved in relatively minor 
offences. Supervisory visits are paid regularly to young offenders 
under the Scheme in order to let them realise the serious nature of their 
criminal conducts. Correctional homes use social work approaches to 
implement the Courtʼs directives in providing services for the young 
offenders and ensure that services meet all the requirements of health 
and human dignity, assisting the rehabilitation of young offenders.
 
The Government separates offenders aged below 21 years from adult 
offenders during detention. Furthermore, young inmates aged 14 to 17 
are separated from those aged 18 to 20 as far as possible in respect of 
the arrangements for training and dormitories.
 
An amendment to law was passed in 2003 to raise the minimum age 
of criminal responsibility from 7 to 10 years of age. Children between 
the age of 10 and 14 are presumed to be incapable of committing 
criminal offences. The Government considers that there are already 
sufficient protections for children.

 The law currently provides that no child under the age of 
10 can be guilty of an offence. The common law also presumes that a child 
between the ages of 10 and 14 is incapable of committing a crime, unless 
this presumption is rebutted by the prosecution on proof beyond reasonable 
doubt that, at the time of the offence, not only was there actus reus with 
mens rea, the child was well aware that his or her act was seriously wrong, 
and not merely naughty or mischievous. This is known as “the rebuttable 
presumption of doli incapax”. 49



爨黟
甯泗髀 髀∷镪夥翳

黠婴髁黪婴黪曩曩婴曩鹬鞴婴曩鳜
鹬鹬黯黪鲼婴黠黟曩黠鹆曩黪燠麇
诓颥鳙酽缁镪踯鳜饔黠饔踯翳鑫蟛鳜黪鼽
翳鑫鼹曦罅翳 犟蓼黢鹞 饔蟛黠 靓鏖解麴蟛黪黟饔

龊鼷颥 镪鹅鼍颦黪 镯蕙嗡蟛 鳅覆鑫躅翮蓼鳜鼷蜜巍笮
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Under Article 1 of the Convention, a child is a person
below the age of .

The Convention has been applicable to Hong Kong since .

Children cannot watch films classified as Category .

The infant mortality rate in Hong Kong has declined
steadily to % in 2011.

There are now  public museums in Hong Kong. Among these,
admission is free on Wednesday at  fee-charging museums.

An amendment to law was passed in 2003 to raise the minimum
age of criminal responsibility from 7 to  years of age.

In , the Government set up the $300 million Child Development
Fund to provide children from a disadvantaged background
with more longer-term personal development opportunities.

The New Senior Secondary Curriculum, which includes a 3-year junior
secondary level of basic education, a -year school curriculum at
senior secondary level and a -year undergraduate programme
at university, has been implemented from the 2009-10 school year.
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