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Agenda ltem | — Confirmation of Minutes

The minutes of the last meeting held on 14 Ju@@52were
confirmed.

Agenda ltem Il — Matters Arising

2. To follow up paragraphs 6 and 15 of the minudésthe last
meeting on the use of the public transport by peewth disabilities the
Administration reported that the Administration had sought lemghlice

and consulted the Equal Opportunity Commission, dmwath had
reservations regarding the proposals of grantingcessionary fares to all
persons receiving Disability Allowance.

3. The Administration added that the Legislative Council had

formed a subcommittee to study the transport nemadb provision of

concessionary public transport fares for peoplehwdisabilities. The

Administration would continue to liaise with publi@ansport operators on
the matter, while in parallel identifying a propb8aat was in line with the
spirit of Disability Discrimination Ordinance andwd be accepted by all
stakeholders.

4. A member said that he appreciated the Administration’sdypamt
and had tried to explain to the disabled groups tha Comprehensive
Social Security Assistance and Disability Allowancad addressed the
special needs, including transport needs, of peuwjlle disabilities, but
they were not convinced. He suggested that theefdovent meet with
the disabled groups to enhance communication.



Agenda Item Il — Policy Initiatives for People with Disabilties for
2005/06[RAC Paper 7/2005]

5. Secretary introduced the paper that informed Members of éme t
new and on-going policy initiatives for people witthsabilities as
announced in the Chief Executive’s Policy Addres®ctober 2005.

6. The presentation ofhe Secretary featured the International
Festival of Inclusive Arts (IFIA) to be held fromt8 10 December 2006.
It would be the first of its kind in Hong Kong aing to encourage people

with or without disabilities to cooperate and t@leange experiences in the
arts activities, and through this to build a mowraing and accepting
society.

7. Secretary added that as the nurturing of an inclusive cultuoeld
not come to fruition overnight, IFIA was part ofethGovernment’s
long-term effort in the promotion of social integom. To create synergy
of community efforts, the Working Group overseetihg preparation works
of IFIA had been visiting all the eighteen Distsic€Councils to solicit
support for encouraging their local organizatiom$participate in the IFIA
and to organize more activities echoing the themeausive arts in their
own districts throughout the year. The Working @rowas also
formulating plans to involve schools, interestets aand social services
organizations, business sectors and the generhat pub

8. On Rehabus servicéhe Secretary said that the Government

would continue to buy new buses, replace aged leshand rationalize its
service routes to strengthen the Rehabus servigs.regards accessibility,
the Secretary said that the Government was reviewing tBesign

Manual — Barrier Free Access 199@nd relevant details would be



discussed in a subsequent agenda item. In pardiel Administration
was committed to improving the accessibility of jpeildransport and is
actively identifying models suitable for serving ascessible taxi in Hong

Kong.

9. An_attendee was invited to present the rest of the seven fPolic
Address initiatives being implemented by the Soui@lfare Department
(SWD). She presented a series of measures lauhghib@ SWD in 2005,
which included:

(1) Extended Care Programme in Day Activity Centre;

(2) Work Extension Programme in Sheltered Workshdptegrated
Vocational Rehabilitation Services Centre;

(3) Sunnyway — On the Job Training Programme fourp People
with Disabilities;

(4) New Community Support Projects, which includddliday Care
Services, Family-based Respite Service, Home Carprice,
Home-based Rehabilitation Training Services, DayeC&ervice
for Severely Disabled Persons, Personal Developfegramme,
Support Scheme for Newly Blind Persons and Speedli
Programmes for Persons with Autism and Mentally dieapped
Persons with Challenging Behaviours;

(5) Community Mental Health Care Services;

(6) Community Support Project for Child & Adolestétental Health;

and
(7) 1T Support Scheme for People with Severe Playsisabilities.
This_attendeeintroduced the objective, service content, targeipients
and implementation progress of each of the abovgrammes.

10. This _attendeealso highlighted three brand new initiatives in the

pipeline:



(1) Transitional residential and day training seeg for severely
disabled patients;

(2) Convalescent and continuing rehabilitation dagrvices to
discharged patients with mental, neurological orysptal
impairment; and

(3) Visiting Medical Practitioner Scheme.

She presented the objectives, contents and tamsmpients of these
services and remarked that SWD aimed to launchean tin 2006.

Further details of this attendee’s presentationsateout in her powerpoint
presentation, which is attachedfaitnex A (in Chinese only).

11. Chairman remarked that the series of new and on-goingpiines
comprehensively addressed the needs of people dighbilities. He
invited views and comments from Members.

12. A member remarked on the importance of shortening the leael
for processing applications for funding or servicedn attendeesaid that

most of the services could be obtained directlynfr@levant NGOs. As
regards funding scheme, such as the IT Supportn$eher People with
Severe Physical Disabilities, medical social wosker hospitals would
help target recipients to submit applications beftiie recipients were
discharged from hospitals.

13. In response to a member’s enquiry on the Ismahber of
successful cases under the IT Support Schamattendeesaid that there
had been very few severely disabled / tetraplegtepts being discharged
from hospitals since the scheme was launched. eTapplications were
received and had all been approvedhe representative of HDremarked

that those who were previously discharged from halspalso needed
computers. The representative of SWDsaid that the Central Fund for




Personal Computers set up by SWD since 1997 targategersons with
disability, whereas the new IT Support Scheme aitoezhcourage persons

with severe physical handicap to live in the comityun

14. A _member opined that hospitals and NGOs should have better
coordination to ensure that target recipients corltkive services under
the Community Support Projects upon being discltafigem hospitals.

15. A member raised several areas of concern for consideratyaine
Administration, which included
4) the issue of fairness and transparency in agdipplications
for funding and services;
(5) possible abuse by users who might acquire dimeesservice
repeatedly and deprive others of opportunities;
(6) helping users to identify suitable service(sattcould meet
their needs; and
(7) ensuring easy access to relevant services ahdnmges by
target users.

16. A _member made the following suggestions on various new
initiatives:

(1) the International Festival of Inclusive Artsdha worthwhile cause
and deserved more resources and efforts for bgogsrpublicity.
Partnership with major media, such as RTHK and T\%¢Buld
maximize media coverage;

(2) the Transitional residential and day trainirgveces for severely
disabled patients should be a well-sought-aftetiaitive. The
Administration should make clear agreement withraiggior to
admission that the service was not a permanentammk;

(3) there should be an evaluation mechanism unber Misiting



Medical Practitioner Scheme to ensure that NGOptadoquality
medical service.

17. The representative of EMB raised that there were rooms to

improve the interfacing between the New Senior 8daoy Academic
Structure and vocational training. Regarding IT pmart, the
representative _of EMB said that Hong Kong students could borrow

lap-top computers from schools. She added thafciapeschools
frequently made use of the computers with necessalgptation for
educational purposes. She wondered if there was canss-sectoral
organization addressing relevant technological tdi@mm issues.
Chairman responded that it could be discussed at the Suindt@e on
Access.

Agenda Item IV — 2005 Rehabilitation Programme PlarReview [RAC
Paper 8/2005]

18. Secretary presented the paper, which updated Members on the
progress of the 2005 Rehabilitation Programme Mawiew. She said
that the Working Group of the Review had held 13timgs to discuss all
areas of the rehabilitation services and conduttedConsultation Forums
for stakeholders to express their views. The pabgplan was that the
Consultation would be completed by October 20050weVer, in response
to requests from the rehabilitation sector and roteiakeholders, the
deadline for receiving written submissions of viewas postponed to the
end of January in 2006. The Working Group wouldigtand consolidate
the views collected and then revert to the Rehabdn Advisory
Committee (RAC).

19. A member asked if the Health, Welfare and Food Bureau had a



timeline for the progress of the Rehabilitation dteonme Plan Review.
The Administration said that it was for the Working Group to decide.

She added that the key was when the Working Groufdinally come to

a consensus on various issues.

Agenda Item V — Consultancy Study for the Review ofhe Design
Manual Barrier Free Access 1997 [RAC Paper 6/2005]

20. A member reported that the Subcommittee on Access had made
number of comments and suggestions for the Revidhedesign Manual
Barrier Free Access 1997 These included some issues of principles, such
as equal opportunities for people with or withoisiadilities to have access
to the backstage of a theatre, and not only toatlience seating area.
For comments on specific requirements, Subcommilfisenbers gave
views on the proposed design standards of accedsiibéts, illumination
level, flashing fire alarms, ramps, signage, séipistance surfaces, tactile
guide paths, etc. In addition, the Subcommittes advised on the
consultation plan for the review, and discussedhenenforcement of the
design manual. Extract of minutes of the Subcote@® meetings that
covered the discussions on the subject matterAsiagx B.

21. The Administration said that the subject matter had also been

discussed by the Rehabilitation Programme Pland®eWorking Group,
and it would be scrutinized at the joint meetinglo# Legislative Council
Panel on Welfare Services and the Panel on Plaphangds and Works in
January 2006. After then, public consultation wlocbmmence.

22. The representative of BDsaid that the public consultation would

last for six months. The draft design manual wdpdduploaded to the
Buildings Department’'s webpage for the general ipulbd view and



comment. Afterwards, the consultant would havédtance the interests
of all relevant parties to finalize the design manu He also clarified that
the design manual already existed in the 80s, laadirst review of it was

conducted in 1997. Since relevant legislation md have retrospective
effect, new requirements could only be reinforcednew buildings and

existing buildings that underwent major renovations

23. In response to the comments of a mentheryepresentative of

BD said that the Buildings Department could reinfarelevant regulations
on private housing estates, whereas the desigrcamstruction of roads
and street signs were under the purview of the Wayls and Transport
Departments.

24. In reply to the representative of EMiB) attendeesaid that if the
premises of special schools were not governmendibgs, they would be
bound by the legislation under review.

25. A member remarked that to prepare for the Paralympic Games
be held in Hong Kong in 2008, the improvement af dccessibility of

existing buildings should be expedited in ordercttch up with the

American and European standardg. member added that Hong Kong
was hardly accessible from tourists’ point of vies, most hotels did not
have accessible rooms.

26. A _member said that while he appreciated the difficulties of
enforcement in Hong Kong, he noted that Europe thedUnited States
also had their own restrictions, such as the pvasen of historical
buildings. He opined that creativity should be duse® overcome
constraints.



27. A member said that the design manual concerned not only the
people with disabilities. Therefore, she considataecessary to step up

publicity so that the general public could be imeal. Another member
suggested consulting all the District Councils.

[Post-meeting note: the 18 District Councils werated to attend the two
public forums of the review.]

28. A member said that the earlier the review could be completiee
better the accessibility of new buildings. He ddased the current
consultation plan sufficient, and not in need aflfar extension.

29. A member also agreed with the current consultation timetaivid
considered conducting the consultation on-linedcefficient. As regards
improving the accessibility of old buildings, heggested awarding those
who sought to improve accessibility, as trying ngpose the laws on old
buildings retrospectively was not feasible.

30. Chairman concluded that consultation and public education
should be conducted in parallel.

Agenda ltem VI — Any Other Business

31. Chairman proposed a vote of thanks to all Members, as the
meeting was the last one in the current term.

32. The Administration added that Secretary for Health, Welfare and
Food would like to thank all Members in person Wwas unable to join the

meeting. He would therefore like to arrange anotiogasion to thank all
Members. Secretary would inform Members of thearmgement nearer
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the time.

Date of Next Meeting

33. There being no other business, the meetinguatid at 5:00 p.m.
The next meeting would be held in the Spring of@00Members would
be informed of the details nearer the time.
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