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Absent with Apologies

Mr IP Kwok-chung

Dr James Joseph LAM
Mr Lawrence LEE

Mrs Jackie MA

Mr David TSE
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Consultant Pediatrician
(Child Assessment Service)
Department of Health

Deputy Secretary for Health, Welfare and
Food

Commissioner for Rehabilitation

Assistant Secretary for Health. Welfare and
Food

Prior to the meeting, thanks to a member’s reconatagon, a visit

to the Phoenix Clubhouse was arranged for MembfettseoRehabilitation

Advisory Committee to see and to be briefed onwa m®de of service to

facilitate rehabilitation and reintegration of exemtal patients into the

community. Ms Eva YAU, In-charge of Phoenix Clubke, also

conducted a presentation on the background, plulos@nd objectives,

functions and operation, as well as developmeianadfchallenges faced by

the Phoenix Clubhouse.



Confirmation of minutes of the last meeting

2. Members had no further comments on the revised minuteschvhi
were declared by th@hairman as confirmed.

[l. Matters arising

International Festival of Inclusive Arts (IFIA)

3. Secretary reported that the IFIA was successfully held frano
10 December 2007. Over 40,000 people participatdlde wide range of
programmes throughout the week. These programmeésied the “Beat
the Drum for Inclusion” mass percussion performangeseries of art
performances, three exhibitions, a carnival andirage of seminars and
workshops. The opening ceremony featured in a iglpeaelevision
programme with the message of inclusiveness reaghetb over 800,000
viewers.

4. The Festival incurred about $7 million of expéume, with less

than half covered by the Government. The rest w@stributed by

charitable organisations and business corporatiofbere was also a very
substantial amount of in-kind donation and volunteepport from the

community. The Festival testified the successfipattite partnership

among NGOs, business sector and the governmenbimagbding integration

of persons with disabilities.

5. The Festival brought home the message of incusiss to the
general public. Labour and Welfare Bureau (LWB)uldocontinue to
collaborate with various sectors to sustain the ewom of the Festival
and let inclusive culture take root in the commynit



Concessionary public transport fare

6. The Administration updated Members on the progress of a survey

on travelling characteristics of persons with distaéds and financial
iImpacts on public transport operators’ offering fafe concession to
persons with disabilities by the University of Holkgng was completed in
December 2006. Findings of the survey were rettaselanuary 2007,
which indicated that fare concession would inceméivpersons with
disabilities to go out more, hence their betteiaantegration.

7. Upon release of the survey findings, SecretaryHealth, Welfare
and Food and Secretary for Environment, Transpod ¥orks jointly
wrote to the public transport operators to appeathem to offer fare
concession to persons with disabilities. The Adstiation would
continue to persuade the public transport operatorthis regard, and
where necessary follow up the amendments to theabibiy

Discrimination Ordinance.

Survey on Persons with Disabilities and Chronicchses

8. Secretary reported that the Census and  Statistics
Department(C&SD) had already completed Part | efghrvey with regard
to persons with chronic diseases which took plateNovember and
December 2006. Part Il of the survey on personh disabilities were
being conducted from January to December 2007 patallel, a survey on
institutional residents with disabilities and chiordiseases would be
conducted from July to August 2007 to supplemerd thformation
collected from domestic households. C&SD plannedrdlease the
findings of the survey in around mid-2008.



United Nations Convention on the Rights of Perseis Disabilities

9. Secretary updated Members that the Administration was stuglyi
the possible implications of the Convention in dethould it be ratified
by the Central People’s Government (CPG) of Chimhextended to Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region.

10. In response to Members’ enquitige Administration said that

once the Convention was extended to Hong Kongfiteereport would
have to be submitted to the United Nations Commjttea the CPG, within
two years upon ratification of the Convention inif@2h She added, the
whole rehabilitation sector would be mobilized &rtgipate in publicizing
and promoting the Convention.

1. Rehabilitation Programme Plan (RPP) — Final draft

11. Chairman gave a brief introduction on the background of RiP.

He said that thankful to the support of the Secydtar Health, Welfare and
Food and the active participation of members ofRIF®®> Review Working
Group, the new RPP was finally completed. He adihed the review
process was very transparent. The RPP Review Wprkisroup

conducted 20 meetings, held one briefing sessiah fanr discussion
forums, and considered over 100 written submissiors total of over
2000 man-hours were spent in the course of thewevi

12. Secretary briefly introduced Paper 5/2007 on the subject and
highlighted that the new RPP set out strategic ctioas of the
rehabilitation programme for all sectors, includiNgsOs as well as the
private and public sectors, to work together tonpote full integration of



persons with disabilities through tripartite parsiep.

13. The new RPP finalised by the RPP Review Workargup was
circulated to all Members for consideration befotke meeting.
Chairman invited Members to comment on and endorse the RPP.

14. A member said that he supported the new approach takemdoy t
new RPP, which was to set out strategic directfonsll sectors to follow,
instead of focusing on working out unrealistic dechaand supply
projections. Compared with our North American deuparts, the
rehabilitation services in Hong Kong were considengore efficient and
very comprehensive. He considered that the arata rdquired further
work in Hong Kong should be changing people’s matds The new RPP
served this purpose well.

15. A member said that he supported the overall objectives. wéir,
the large number of recommended measures and thgoadof two big
groups of service users would have very seriousures implications.
He considered that a cost impact study was neemledstessing whether
the society could bear the burden.

16. A member agreed with the cost-impact study. She considered
social inclusion very important for sustainable elepment of a society.
Democracy could be costly, but the participatiorthed whole sector was
worthwhile, and this practice could be applied tineo areas outside
rehabilitation. She supported the inclusion of tBpecific Learning
Difficulties (SpLD) and Attention Deficit/Hyperaeity Disorder (AD/HD),
and was concerned about public education. Onrtitipgartnership, she
considered that further discussion on the involvenoé the business sector
was needed.



17. A member considered that for persons with SpLD and AD/HD,
more resources would be required in the areas o &kentification and
intervention, as well as teacher training.

18. A member endorsed the new RPP. He raised two areas fitvefur
discussion. One was the follow-up mechanism ared dtiner was the
availability of funding of social science evidenuased researches.

19. A member considered the new RPP as moving towards the right
direction. It covered a wide spectrum of progranareas under different
departments and legislation. He particularly sujgab the section on
barrier-free access and transportation. He opithed improving the
software and changing people’s mindset throughcedfe education and
promotion was the most important. This would farthimprove the
cost-effectiveness of rehabilitation programmes. n &ddition, he
considered the broad implementation timeframe sétiro the new RPP
worth supporting.

20. A _member considered effective public education through the
collaboration of different players in the commumitgry important. She
shared her experience in organising community mesnfgudents and
parents) to volunteer at a special school. Throtghproject, both the
volunteers and the service users benefited tremeshgdo

21. A member commended the inclusion of a chapter dedicated to
information and communication technology (ICT). ldensidered that
supporting the development of ICT very importard, IET application
could effectively enable persons with disabilitiés integrate into
community. He hoped that the Administration an@ tRAC could



consider further measures in this regard.
22. A member supported the RPP’s recommendation on the
development of self-help groups, who were the ysamnd he considered

continuous financial support very important in tfegard.

23. The Administration expressed her gratitude for Members’

valuable advice. She agreed that effective puddigcation could promote
the involvement of the business sector. The RAGIcserve as the
follow-up mechanism of the RPP. As for resourcelication, it would
inevitably be tremendous, and could not possibly bmn by the
Government alone.  Therefore, tripartite partngrshan important
underlying principle of the RPP, was crucial inideding the programme.
On monitoring of the RPP implementation, the RACuldo keep a
watching brief over the progress of the implemeotaiof the RPP on
regular basis. Subject to further developments @rahging aspirations
of the comments, the RAC might even propose updatdse RPP. RAC
Sub-committees could study the implementation esias of specific
recommended measures making use of available EsurOn the way
forward, upon the endorsement of the new RPP byR#E, the Working
Group would conduct a briefing on the RPP for tekabilitation sector,
and then report to the Legislative Council PaneWaifare Services before
publishing the RPP. [Post-meeting note: The WakiGroup
subsequently held another briefing session on & RGO7 to brief the
rehabilitation sector on the finalized RPP endotsethe RAC.]

24. Chairman confirmed that the RAC endorsed the new RPP and
accepted that the RAC would assume the respormgibilimonitoring the
implementation of the RPP.



25. On strategies to promote the RPP to the vareeors, in
particular, the business sector that might notamailfar with rehabilitation
programmesa_membersuggested preparing an executive summary of the
RPP to facilitate the business and other sectorgdsp the content of it.
Another member suggested involving the mass media to arouse shgumu

in the community. A_ member said that the Sub-committee on Public
Education would discuss the strategies in thismkega

26. A member said that people in the business sector makeidesis
very speedily. If the proposal could be packagea wvery user-friendly
manner, with suggestions and benefits clearly sét @ lot of business
corporations would be ready to render support fir@ly or in kind, in
return for good corporate imageA member agreed. The business sector
would not have time to get involved in service pliawy. Well packaged
user-friendly proposals should be made availabladditate them to make
decisions and participate conveniently.

27. The Administration suggested joining efforts with the Caring

Company programme organised by the Hong Kong CowfciSocial
Service(HKCSS) funded by Social Welfare Departmenf_member
supported this suggestion as the over 1000 Cariommp@nies indeed
constituted an invaluable network. RAC and HKC#fiing hands in
promoting tripartite partnership should be ablethieve greater synergy.
She would follow up wittA member on the way forward.

28. A member said that apart from the business sector, it waidd be
worthwhile considering partnership with the reskaand academic sectors.
Another_member considered it useful to stage a platform to featiéi

NGOs to meet with the business sector, for examiple, information
communication technology sector.



29. Chairman concluded that Members generally agreed with
compiling an executive summary for the RPP and strategies needed to
be further considered in taking forward the recomadagions set out in the
RPP through tripartite partnership.

V. Study Visit to North America

30. Chairman said that the discussion paper already gave a brief
introduction on the study visit, and invited Membeavho participated in
the visit to share their views and experience.

31. Members were generally of the view that thenddad of
rehabilitation services and facilities in Hong Kongre on a par with those
in North America. They were, however, impressedhgyvery active role
taken by persons with disabilities and voluntedesd, in promoting the
well-being of persons with disabilities. On retiea, Members
considered further strategies and more efforts Ishioe made with regard
to empowering persons with disabilities, changirgpgle’s perception
about “disability” and promoting volunteering in kg Kong.

32. A member said that the welfare benefits given to persorhwit
disabilities by the governments in North Amerigaparticular, the United
States, were very limited. Another _member noted that the average

caseload for each social worker in San Francisce as many as 400.
Another member added that she was proud that Hong Kong, beingeepl

with limited resources, was capable of providing reany benefits for
persons in need. She also observed that carersahadicial role in
facilitating independent living of persons with alslities. Another

member opined that while wealthy families could take cafe¢heir family
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member with disabilities by themselves and the @oanes within the
safety net could receive CSSA and related benkbta the government,
those fell between these two groups needed suppdat.provide more
support to the latter, he suggested creatively ekl new community
resources, rather than public funds, to caterdo trarious needs.

33. On accessibilitya_member commented that the accessibility in
North America was better than that in Europe, dratdfore was a good
model for Hong Kong. Another member noted that there were no tactile

guided path or beeping traffic light for pedestsian the streets of San
Francisco. Another member agreed and added that even in the

neighbourhood of the LightHouse for the Blind angudlly Impaired in
San Francisco, there was only a line of yellowkwitaid elegantly at the
entrance.

34. In addition,a_member was impressed by British Columbia’s
initiatives in promoting employment and inclusivenamunity for persons
with disabilities, particularly the “10 by 10 Cheatige” targeting an
increase of employment for persons with disabdifoyy 10 percent by the
year 2010. Another member was also impressed by the “Measuring Up”

guide on communities with accessibility and inchesiess. He was of the
view that the (Hong Kong) Government had put in enefforts to promote

employment for persons with disabilities in recgaars. Unfortunately,

the harmony in society concerning rehabilitatiosuess was deteriorating.
Another member also supported the importance of social harmony.

35. A member said that the model of PLAN Institute which prosad

services and support with regard to legal, findnaiad personal future
planning for persons with disabilities could sea® good reference for
NGOs in Hong Kong. The Administration added that a RAC member,
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who was not able to attend the meeting had expieksen interest in
considering the feasibility of applying the PLAN d& in Hong Kong.

36. Chairman concluded that the study visit had provided an
opportunity for Members to acquire in-depth undarding of the policies
and measures concerning persons with disabilitethe province/cities
visited, as well as to exchange experience withr thierth American
counterparts. He agreed that the concept of PLANIAc be further
followed up.

V. Any Other Business

37. A _member presented the recently published “Kwun Tong:
Barrier-free Community Study Report” spearheadedth®y Kwun Tong
International Day for Disabled Persons Working Grahaired by her.

38. Chairman said that Secretary would get in touch with Merslmar
the schedule of the next meeting.

Secretariat
Rehabilitation Advisory Committee

August 2007



