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Discussion Item: 2013-14 Welfare Services Suggestions and
Priorities
[SWAC Paper No. 03/2012]

Members were briefed on the paper on 2013-14 Welfare
Services Suggestions and Priorities.

2. Members asked the following questions/ offered the following
comments —

(@) The Administration should review the mechanism of the Lump
Sum Grant (LSG) Subvention System;

(b) The rapid development of information and communication
technologies had brought about substantial changes to welfare
services, and such technologies could be used to capture
statistics which would be useful for social welfare planning;
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The Administration should consider upgrading the service
standard of private residential care homes for the elderly
(RCHEs) with a view to enhancing their attractiveness to
potential users and reducing elders’ waiting time for
subsidised places. The shortage of manpower, particularly
healthcare workers, in the welfare sector was a concern for
RCHEs;

Many elders, in particular those who were healthy, well
educated and having professional experience, were willing to
contribute to the community and could play an important role
in the provision of social welfare services. Ethnic minorities
were also valuable resources for the society in promoting
globalisation and multiculturalism;

Education programmes should be organised to encourage
youths in exploring various career paths. Involvement of the
business sector for placement opportunities could also be
considered; and

The health conditions of persons with disabilities could
deteriorate quickly in the process of ageing, hence requiring
enhanced care and support. The provision of barrier-free
environment for persons with disabilities would also be
important to facilitate them to live independently and fully
integrate into the community.

The Administration gave the following response —

A consultancy study on the development of a Best Practice
Manual for NGOs on various management issues of the LSG
Subvention System would be completed by year end; and

SWD had been conducting a review on the IT Strategy for the
social welfare sector. The Administration would also
consider integrating the pilot cyber youth outreaching project
into the mainstream youth services in the long run as the
feedback received so far had been positive.

SWAC Secretariat

July 2012



